Residential Uses 


In northern Ontario, in communities where suitable Crown 
land exists, sites may be designated for residential use if the 
demand for residential building lots is not being met by the 
private sector. In such situations, Crown lots may be made 
available with the concurrence of the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and, if applicable, the local municipality and/or 
planning board. In addition, the local health unit must 
concur that each lot is suitable for residential use from the 
standpoint of safe water supply and sewage disposal. 
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Where Crown residential sites are made available, an 
applicant may purchase a lot at its appraised market value 
or may lease it at an annual rent based on a percentage of 
the lot’s market value. In addition, because most sites are 
unsurveyed, an applicant will usually be obliged to pay for 
a survey of the lot by an Ontario Land Surveyor, in order 
that title to the lot may be registered in his/her name. 
Every sale or lease is subject to the condition that a 
dwelling, of a size and value consistent with local 
requirements, be erected on the lot, to the standards of the 
Ontario Building Code, within two years. Leases contain 
the further condition that the lot is to be used only for 
residential purposes. 

If conditions are not fulfilled, the sale or lease may be 
cancelled and, if that happens, the lot and all 
improvements on it, and any monies paid, may be forfeited 
to the Crown. 


In Municipalities 


Within municipalities—especially larger ones—there 
generally is an adequate supply of residential sites on 
privately-owned land. In some smaller municipalities, 
however, there may be insufficient private land to meet 
demand and, when this is the case, consideration is given to 
making Crown sites available. 

Crown residential lots, when made available in any 
municipality, may be purchased or leased by any applicant 
18 years of age or older. 


ps eager. 


In Unorganized Territory 


In the unincorporated areas of Ontario (i.e. areas outside 
of municipalities), where demand for residential building 
lots is not being met by the private sector, Crown lots may 
be made available within or immediately adjacent to an 
existing community or residential cluster provided that 

- suitable Crown land exists in that particular locality. 
Crown lots are made available in the interests of 
strengthening existing communities, not the creation of 
dispersed rural residential development. 

_ When Crown lots are made available, eligibility to purchase 
or lease them is confined to applicants who currently live in 
the community, or are employed in the immediate area, or 
are former residents who, upon retirement, wish to return 

to the community and have their primary place of residence 
there. 


Outside of recognized communities or residential clusters, 
Crown land is not made available for residential use unless 
the nature of an applicant’s full-time rural employment 
requires that he/she live close to the job. For example, an 
applicant employed full-time as the operator of a remote 
pipeline compressor station might qualify for an isolated 
residential site. 

If you are interested in applying for a Crown residential lot, 

you should: 

— decide on the particular area of northern Ontario that is 
of interest to you; 

— determine, from the map in publication No. 5163, the 
district in which your chosen area is located; 

— contact the Ministry of Natural Resources’ District 
Manager, in the district you have chosen. (Addresses 
and phone numbers of all district offices are listed in 
publication No. 5163); 

— when you have determined from the district office that a 
lot is available, visit the area to inspect the lot; 

— make formal application, at the district office, to 
purchase or lease the lot. 

Please remember that, before an application is acted upon, 

the necessary concurrence of other agencies, such as the 

local health unit and the local municipality, must be 
obtained. 

In the event that this publication does not provide you with 

the information you need, you should contact any of the 

Ministry of Natural Resources district offices or call Public 

Lands in Toronto at (416) 965-2743. 
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